CITY OF VERNDALE
WADENA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Monday, March 6, 2017
6:00 p.m.
Verndale City Office
101 Brown St. SW
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Raye Ludovissie, James Ackerson, and Ardith Car
MEMBERS ABSENT:    Tara Erckenbrack, Jim Runyan
STAFF PRESENT: Barbara Holmes, City Clerk/Treasurer; Michael Madsen, Fire Chief; Gary Rosenthal, Liquor Store Manager; Matt Uselman, Public Works Manager
STAFF ABSENT: Cory Carr, Police Chief
VISITORS PRESENT:  Marlo Benning, Verndale Sun; Tony Pohl, WSN; Tom Mayfield, National Healthcare Capital, LLC; Kim Aagard, Tri-County Health Care; Donald Weniger; Robin Fish; Adam Steege; Amos Self and Andrew Lathe, Family Life Church 

OPENING PRAYER:  The opening prayer was led by Pastor Andrew Lathe, Family Life Church
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES AND MARCH PAYABLES
A motion was made by Ackerson to approve the February 6, 2017 Regular Council Meeting Minutes as written, seconded by Ludovissie. AIF/MC

A motion was made by Carr to approve the March payables in the amount of $40,520.14, seconded by Ackerson. AIF/MC

ACKNOWLEDGE VISITORS
Tom Mayfield, National Healthcare Capital, LLC; Kim Aagard, Tri-County Health Care requested we accept resolution 17-0303C.

A motion was made by Carr to accept Resolution 17-0306C- Approving the issuance and Sale of Health Care Facilities Revenue Notes, seconded by Ackerson. AIF/MC

Mayfield thanked the council for accepting the resolution.
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TONY POHL – WSN: Progress Report #46

The specs are done for the generator. Began work on record drawings.  WSN is continuing to work on calculations of the cost. WSN is working on obtaining a quote for a generator.  

Construction on the sewer and CSAH23 projects will be completed in the spring.  There is about 2 weeks of work left.  Costs depend on how much material was used versus how much was in the specs.

Additional engineering cost in the amount of $2900 for the sewer extension south on Eastside Drive.  

A motion was made by Carr to approve the Amendment to Owner-Engineer Agreement #4, - Engineering amendment request for $2900, seconded by Ackerson. AIF/MC   
Amos Self- Family Life Church- Requesting a waiver to 1 year Sewer Connection requirement. They put in a new sewer system.  Every 5 years there is an inspection to make sure they are in compliance.  It was proposed that they would not have to be connected until their sewer system fails.  Tabled until the next meeting as there was not a quorum available for a vote as Ackerson would abstain due to affiliation with the church. 

Adam Steege – He has 7 acres of property; he wants to know if the city would be interested in 5 acres of it. Steege suggested a purchase price of $5,000 per acre.  Steege would square the house up with the acres and the city could get what was left.  There is a 6ft pond.  Lodovissie will look at the property. Tabled until next meeting for Council to be able to view the property and do some research on same.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

LIQUOR STORE- GARY ROSENTHAL-MANAGER- Rosenthal stated there was a net loss of $109.  Bar total sales for the Lion’s Comedian Night was $1187.  
There will be Karaoke with Jason Nuremberg on Sat. March 18th for St. Patrick’s Day.

FIRE DEPARTMENT- MIKE MADSEN-CHIEF- Madsen stated there were 2 fire calls and 4 medical calls for the month.  They received a grant from Todd-Wadena Electric for $1250 for a new nozzle and hose.  

A motion was made by Carr to give Mike permission to spend the money received from Todd-Wadena Electrical to purchase a new nozzle and hose, seconded by Ackerson. AIF/MC
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There will be a Permit to Carry class held in March or April.  Personal Defense training will be donating 50% of the proceeds again to the City for the Fire Department.
A motion was made by Ackerson to accept Resolution 17-0306A- Accepting a grant from Todd-Wadena Electrical Cooperative, seconded by Carr. AIF/MC
A motion was made by Carr to accept Resolution 17-0306B- Accepting a Donation from the Verndale Fire Relief Assoc. in the amount of $4326 for the purchase of a washer to clean firefighter gear, seconded by Ackerson.  AIF/MC
POLICE DEPARTMENT- CORY CARR- POLICE CHIEF - Ludovissie asked Holmes where we were at with the properties with trash issues.  Holmes stated she would get in contact with Chief Carr.  A letter had been sent so if they don’t respond within a certain time Uselman could go clean it up.  Ludovissie stated there was also a building falling down. 
Joey’s PC can get a desktop for Chief Carr for $788. 
A motion was made by Ackerson to purchase the desktop, seconded by Carr.  AIF/MC
PUBLIC WORKS- MATT USELMAN-MANAGER-  Uselman stated he received two quotes for street reconstruction on the ½ block of 2nd Ave S West of Brown St, the ½ block of 3rd Ave S, 2nd Ave S between brown St and Farwell St and the ½ block of 2nd Ave S East of Farwell St which includes a 3’x60’ gutter.

A motion was made by Carr to accept the street quote with the lowest bid, seconded by Ackerson.  AIF/MC 
Uselman also received two quotes for a new 40’ flagpole with an internal halyard for in the park.  The current park flagpole would be moved to replace the one at the Cemetery.  Installation would be $1400 more than the estimates.
A motion was made by Ackerson to accept the estimate from American Flagpole and have them install it, seconded by Carr. AIF/MC
Uselman would like to get a new set up for the American Flags that go on light poles.  The new setup would cost $703 and would have aluminum poles that spin so the flags won’t get tangled.  No motion needed since the cost is under $750.
Uselman has applied for a grant to have a cover crop planted in the field to the south of 6th Ave S.  This is not a matching grant; the Department of Health will cover the whole cost.
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Uselman stated we are in the process of renewing our SDS permit.  They have added a section that says we will have to develop a plan to identify and fix the inflow and infiltration in the wastewater system.
Uselman stated there is a monument in the cemetery from 1965 that is in the wrong spot.  The family wants to put another monument next to it.  In order to do that the 1965 monument needs to be moved.  They are asking if the city will pay to have it moved over 2’.   Bylaws state perpetual care does not include any repairs, maintenance or replacement of tombstones, headstones, or foot markers.  The city will not cover the cost.

There are also two other monuments that are in the wrong spot. The cost is $75 to move if the foundation isn’t poured in concrete; $200 for two.  They are in the walkway, he would like them moved.  Carr stated that the city should talk to the families before moving them.  The city needs to let them know they were placed in the wrong spot and are being moved to the correct location.  

CLERK/TREASURER- BARBARA HOLMES- Holmes stated the annual Boards of review meeting is scheduled for April 12, 2017 at 3:00 pm.  Jim Ackerson, Ardith Carr and Jim Runyan have agreed to attend.  

Holmes stated that interviews for the part Time Deputy Clerk were completed.  The Personnel Committee made a recommendation to hire  Melissa Current. Holmes requested council approval to make job offer.
A motion was made by Carr for Holmes to make a job offer to Current, seconded by Ackerson. AIF/MC
Holmes asked how much pay she could offer.  After some discussion, it was agreed to offer $11/ hr. with a .50 raise after completion of a 6-month probation period.

Holmes asked which training to send Current to.  There is training this year at the League of MN New Clerks conference in June which will cost $200-$300 or there’s training next year with the Clerks Institute which is a 3-year plan, more money, 5 days of training.  Council agreed to complete the 6-month probation period first, keep training her.  Then decide on training.  The council will revisit training in May.
NEW BUSINESS:
A motion was made by Ackerson to accept Resolution 17-0306- Authorizing the City of Verndale Emergency Operations Plan (EOP), seconded by Carr.  AIF/MC
A motion was made by Carr to adjourn the meeting at 7:13 pm, seconded by Ackerson. AIF/MC
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    Attest:
_________________________________
  ___________________________________

Barbara Holmes, City Clerk



Ray Ludovissie, Mayor
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