ORDINANCE 49

ORDINANCE OF RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO WATER SERVICE.

THE CITY OF VERNDALE ORDAINS:

All persons now receiving water service, and all persons who shall make an application for water service from the city shall, upon making such application, be deemed to consent to all of the rules, regulations and rates as may thereafter be set forth and adopted by the City Council, pursuant to this Ordinance.

SUBDIVISION 1.

DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE.  The City may discontinue service to any water consumer without notice for necessary repairs or, upon notice as provided for in Subdivision 4, for nonpayment of charges or for violation of rules and regulations affecting utility service.

SUBDIVISION 2.

SUPPLY FROM ONE SERVICE.  No more than one house or dwelling shall be supplied from one service connection except by special permission of the City Council.  Whenever two or more parties are supplied from one pipe connecting with a service main, each building or part of building separately supplied shall have a separate billing.

SUBDIVISION 3.

TURNING WATER, CAPPING MAINS.  No person except an authorized city employee shall turn on any water supply at the stop box or tap any distributing main or pipe of the water supply system, or insert a stop cork or other appurtenance therein.

SUBDIVISION 4.

REPAIR OF LEAKS.  The consumer or owner shall be responsible for maintaining the service pipe from the curb box into the building served.  If he fails to repair any leak in such service pipe within twenty-four hours notice by the City, the City may turn the water off.  When the waste of water is great or damage is likely to result from the leak, the City shall turn the water off immediately.  The consumer or owner shall be responsible for keeping the service pipe from freezing in the winter and no adjustment of rates shall be made for the period of time that a service pipe is inoperable because of freezing.

SUBDIVISION 5.

PRIVATE WATER SUPPLY.  No water pipe of the City water supply system shall be connected with any pump, well or tank that is connected with any other source of water supply.  When any such connection is found, the water superintendent shall notify the owner to turn off the connection, and if this is not done immediately the City shall turn off the water supply forthwith.  Before any new connection to the City system is permitted, the water superintendent shall be certain that no cross connection will exist when the new connection is made.

SUBDIVISION 6.

RESTRICTED HOURS.  Whenever the City shall determine that a shortage of water threatens the city, it may limit the times and hours during which water may be used from the city water system for lawn and garden sprinkling, irrigation, car washing, air conditioning and other uses, or either or any of them.  It is unlawful for any water consumer to cause or permit water to be used in violation of such determination after public announcement thereof has been made through the news media, specifically indicating the restrictions thereof.

SUBDIVISION 7.

CODE REQUIREMENTS.  All piping, connections and appurtenances shall be installed and performed strictly in accordance with the Minnesota Plumbing Code.  Failure to install or maintain the same in accordance therewith, or failure to have or permit required inspections shall, upon discovery by the City, be an additional ground for termination of water service to any consumer.

SUBDIVISION 8.

APPLICATION FOR WATER SERVICE.  Application shall be made to the City on an application form provided by the City.  Service shall be served only after proper application has been made and the connection fee paid in full.

SUBDIVISION 9.

FIXING RATES AND CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE.  All rates and charges for municipal water service, including, but not by the way of limitation, rates for service, connection fees, removal of any unlawful device, disconnection fee, reconnection fees, including penalties for non-payment, if any, shall be fixed, determined and amended by the City Council and adopted by Resolution.  Such Resolution containing the effective date thereof shall be kept on file and open to inspection in  the office of the City Clerk, and shall be uniformly enforced.

SUBDIVISION 10.

STATEMENTS FOR WATER USED.  Statements for water used by consumers shall be sent out quarterly on the 1st of January, April, July, and October.  All utilities charges shall be delinquent if they are unpaid at the close of business on the 30th day following such billing, provided that if the 30th day shall fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the time shall be extended to the close of business on the next succeeding day on which business is normally transacted.  A penalty, as provided by resolution of the City, shall be added to and become due to delinquency, it shall not be restored at that location until a reconnection charge has been paid for each utility reconnected, in addition to amounts owed for service and penalties.  The water service may be shut off or discontinued whenever a bill remains unpaid for sixty (60) days after billing.

SUBDIVISION 11.

RIGHT OF ENTRY.  The City shall have the right to enter in and upon private property, including buildings and dwelling houses, in or upon which is installed a city water service for connection there with, at all times reasonable under the  circumstances, for the purpose of inspection and repair of the water system or any part thereof, and for the purpose of connecting and disconnecting service.

SUBDIVISION 12.

SUPERVISION OF WATER SYSTEM.  The city water system and all installation, addition, changes or repairs, shall be under the supervision of a water superintendent designed by the City Council.

SUBDIVISION 13.  

REPEAL OF PRIOR ORDINANCES.  The following ordinances of the City of Verndale are hereby realed:  Ordinance No. 20; Ordinance No. 35A; Ordinance No. 36; and Ordinance No. 46.

SUBDIVISION 14.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDINANCE.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect following passage and publication according to law.

Passed by the City Council of the City of Verndale the 2nd day of August, 1982.

                                             Louise A. Otremba, Mayor

                                             Madonna Desrocher, Clerk 

